
Supporting Literacy Development and Communication for Learners with Deaf-Blindness  
and/or Multiple Disabilities 

 
 

 

Sponsored by East Carolina University Teacher Support Program & NC Department of 
Public Instruction-Exceptional Children Division-State Deaf Blind Project through grants 

from the U.S. Department of Education Office of Special Education Programs.  

 

Who and Why? 
Teams (up to 5 members) of teachers, infant-toddler and early childhood service providers, 
and related services specialists (e.g., speech therapists, OTs, PTs) serving learners with 
deaf-blindness, significant disabilities, or other multiple impairments in home, school, or 
center-based programs. This is a great opportunity to network, learn, and access great 
resources…and to work with your colleagues. 
 
What? 
Workshop One: “Building a Foundation for Literacy for Learners with Deaf-Blindness” 
Participants will be introduced to the characteristics of learners with deaf-blindness, 
discuss the importance of trust, communication, social interaction and concept 
development, and explore how these serve as the basis for literacy instruction. Presented 
by Barbara Purvis & Nancy Steele, National Consortium on Deaf-Blindness 2.0. 
 
Workshop Two: “Strategies for Providing Literacy Instruction to Learners with Deaf-
Blindness” This workshop will address instruction designed to facilitate literacy 
development by learners with deaf-blindness. Participants will be introduced to a variety   
of resources (including a literacy website) that provides strategies, examples, and resources 
for increasing literacy learning opportunities for children at a variety of skill 
levels. Participants will develop a child-specific action plan and plan for web-based 
follow-up opportunities. Presented by Barbara Purvis & Nancy Steele, National 
Consortium on Deaf-Blindness 2.0. 
 
Workshop Three: “Creating Meaningful Communication Interactions with Learners 
Who Have Nonconventional or Emergent Communication Skills” This workshop will 
focus on the earliest stages of communication development for learners with deaf-
blindness and/or multiple disabilities. Participants will learn how to differentiate 
“participation” and “communication,” recognize learners’ nonconventional communication 
signals, develop strategies for creating meaningful communication opportunities, and 
design modifications for sample routines in order to enhance learning and communication 
development.  Presented by Susan M. Bashinski, East Carolina University. 
 
Note:  Registrants for Workshops Two and Three are expected to have completed 
Workshop One, a previous ECU TSP sponsored training workshop, or these three online 
modules regarding deaf-blindness: “Introduction,” “Developmental Impact,” and 
“Educational Implications” (available at http://mast.ecu.edu). Those completing the 
modules can download a certificate of completion (after completing the assessment at the 
end of each module) and email a copy of the certificate to the ECU TSP office 
(ecutsp@ecu.edu) to complete the registration process. 

How much?  Free!  
But you MUST register 
at least 3 weeks prior to 
the workshop date!  
(This will give us time to 
process pre-travel 
authorizations. Travel 
mileage can be 
reimbursed for 1 member 
of each team serving a 
child on the deaf-blind 
registry.)   
 
Registration includes a 
day packed with rich 
learning opportunities 
and resources … plus 
lunch and morning and 
afternoon breaks. 
 
How to register? 
Complete an online form 
for each workshop at: 
http://www.coe3.ecu.edu/TSPreg/ 
 
Questions? Contact Dr. 
Sandra Warren at: 

Email: warrens@ecu.edu 
Phone: 252-328-2699 

 
When and Where? 

Workshop One 
May 17 – Chapel Hill, NC 
May 31 – Statesville, NC 
August 7 – Greenville, NC 

Specific locations will be sent one week before workshop. Sign-in for each day begins at 8:30.  Workshops will last from 9:00-4:30. 

Workshop Three 
June 8 – Greenville, NC 
August 24 – Chapel Hill, NC 

Workshop Two 
May 18 – Chapel Hill, NC 
June 1 – Statesville, NC 
August 8 – Greenville, NC 
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