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In an effort to make the completion of this year’s census of individuals with combined hearing and 
vision impairments as clear as possible, you may find the following questions and answers helpful 
as you complete your form. 
 

1. What is the Census of Children Who are Deaf-Blind?  The North Carolina State Project 
for Deaf-Blind Services conducts an annual count of all children from birth through 21 who 
have both hearing and vision problems.  The information on the census is confidential and 
only specific data is submitted to the federal government. Clink on the link to access the 
on-line survey:  https://ncdpiecd.inquisiteasp.com/cgi-bin/qwebcorporate.dll?idx=WQR22A 
 

2. Is this report the same as the Registration of the Legally Blind for the APH Federal 
Quota Funds? No, these are two separate reports requesting different information. 

 
3. What is the due date for the deaf-blind Census?  The Deaf-Blind Census is conducted 

annually.  Data should be reported for those individuals who qualified for services with your 
program on December 1, 2014 and submitted to DPI by March 6, 2015. 
 

4. It is 2015. Why is this the 2014 Deaf-Blind Census? The count is a point-in-time 
snapshot and should reflect those individuals identified and eligible for services from state 
deaf-blind projects on December 1st of the current reporting period (2014). (Reporting 
period is December 2nd 2013- December 1st 2014). 

 
5. What is meant by the term “Deaf-Blind”?   The IDEA 2004 definition of deaf–blindness 

must be used for defining students in early childhood special education (3-5) and school 
age special education (6-21) programs and for their inclusion on the Census. 

 
“Deaf-Blindness means concomitant hearing and vision impairments, the 
combination of which causes such severe communication and other 
developmental and educational needs that they cannot be accommodated in 
special education programs solely for children with deafness or children with 
blindness.” (IDEA, 2004) 
 
For infants and toddlers receiving Part C early intervention services, Deaf-Blindness is 
defined as: 
“Concomitant hearing and vision impairments or delays, the combination of which 
causes such severe communication and other developmental and intervention 
needs that specialized early intervention services are needed”.  (IDEA, 2004) 
 

a. In many cases these children may have an Individualized Education Program 
(IEP) eligibility category of Moderate or Severe Intellectual Disability or Multiple 
Disability as well as other categories.  They do not have to have a primary 
eligibility category of Deaf-Blindness.  Also note that the student does not need to 
receive services from a Teacher of the Visually Impaired and/or a Teacher of the 
Deaf/Hard of Hearing to be eligible. 
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6. What if the hearing and/or vision problems are cortical in nature?  Children with 
sensory impairments that are cortical in nature, such as cortical visual impairment (CVI) 
and/or central auditory processing disorder (CAPD), should be placed on the census.  
These students usually require adaptations and modifications to their educational program.  
In addition, the hearing and vision problems must be considered when developing 
effective, communication programs for these individuals.   
 

7. If we have ophthalmological exam data and audiological exam data, do we need 
functional assessment data as well?  No. A functional assessment is recommended 
because it yields valuable educational data but it is not required for the Census. 

 
8. Is it okay to have Central Auditory Processing Disorder (CAPD) indicated and no 

primary classification of hearing impairment indicated? Yes, if appropriate to 
individual hearing impairment.  Also, in some instances it may be appropriate to have a 
primary classification of hearing impairment and CAPD marked. 

 
9. What is the benefit of having a child included on the Census?  Our funding is 

dependent on having accurate information about how many infants, children and youth 
have both vision and hearing impairments. The family and service providers of children on 
the NC Deaf-Blind census are eligible for technical assistance, information, and resources 
from the NCDBP at no cost to the family or LEA.      
 

10. Does including a child on the census obligate the school program to provide 
services such as vision, hearing, speech, orientation & mobility, etc.?  No.  
Individualized needs and services are determined by the family and educators through the 
IEP Team or Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP) process. 

 
11. What if my system does not currently have any students who are considered deaf-

blind?  Return the data sheet “No Students to Report” indicating you have no students at 
this time.  This will enable us to maintain and cross-reference data. 
 

12. Where do I send the No Student to Report forms when completed?  Forms should be 
emailed to:  dorothy.snyder@dpi.nc.gov 

 
 

13. What if I don’t have all the information requested on the census form for a particular 
student?  Provide as much information as possible. Some of the information is required 
for the student to be included in the Federal Count. For assistance, contact Dottie Snyder 
at 919.807.3987 or via e-mail: dorothy.snyder@dpi.nc.gov   

 
14. Can I indicate more than one race/ethnicity code for a particular individual? Yes. 

There is a code for two or more races.   
 
 

15. Do I need to keep a copy?  Yes.  You should keep a copy of all information submitted for 
the census. 
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16. Who can I contact to answer my questions?  Dottie Snyder at:  919. 807.38987 or  

dorothy.snyder@dpi.nc.gov 
 

 
 


