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This Professional Learning Supports Improved 
Graduation Rate for Students with Disabilities by:

• Active implementation of evidence-based instruction, preK through secondary

• Local capacity building

• Technical and adaptive leadership

• Comprehensive and efficient assessment system

• Student, Family, Staff, and Community Engagement

Academics 

• Active implementation of evidence-based behavioral programming, preK through 
secondary

• Local capacity building

• Culturally responsive instruction

• Positive school/class climate

• Comprehensive and efficient assessment system

• Student, Family, Staff, and Community Engagement

Behavior

•Active implementation of evidence-based transition practices, preK to post-
secondary

•Local capacity building

•Systemic and coordinated supports (including wraparound), preK to post-secondary

•Consistent attendance

•Extracurricular and/or employment opportunities

•Student, Family, Staff, and Community Engagement
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Area of Complaint 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 Total

Access Records-Confidentiality 3 1 4 8

Child Find 1 3 1 5

Discipline 7 13 7 27

FAPE 11 8 3 22

IEP Content 13 32 25 70

IEP in Effect-Implementation Only 25 3 5 33

IEP in Effect/Implementation 33 20 53

IEP Review-Revise as Appropriate 4 20 10 34

IEP Team 6 4 4 14

Initial Referral-Evaluation Procedures 12 6 3 21

LRE-Educational Placement 3 13 5 21

Parent Participation 6 4 18 28

Personnel Qualifications 5 1 7 13

Procedural Safeguards 8 7 2 17

Reevaluation-Evaluation Procedures 9 16 8 33
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Area of Complaint 2012-2013 2013-2014 2014-2015 Total

Other:

Independent Educational Evaluations 2 1 3

Maintaining Accurate Records 3 3

Extended School Year Services 1 2 3

Prior Written Notice 1 4 5

Class Size 2 2

Seclusion/Behavior Intervention Plan 1 3 4

Progress Reports 1 2 3

Consultation: Private Schools 1 1

Out-of-State Transfers 1 3 4

1:1 Aide 1 1

Mediation Agreement 4 4

Teacher Information 3 3

Parental Consent 3 3

Extra-curricular Activities 1 1

Change in Placement 3 3



Big Themes

The number of issues within state 
complaints across the most recent three 
year period totaled 442 issues.  212 (47.9%) of 
these issues involved implementation of the 
individualized education program (IEP), 
content of the IEP, and provision of a free 
appropriate public education (FAPE).
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2014-2015 2015-2016

Prior Written  Notice Prior Written  Notice

Eligibility Eligibility

Evaluation Evaluation

IEP Composition IEP Composition

Service Delivery

Findings of Noncompliance through Program Compliance Reviews



Current Case 
Law Trends
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Case Law Trends

NC is in the 4th Circuit and we 
often follow those cases to 
determine the “legal climate”
for Due Process Petitions



Evaluation and IEP

▪11th Circuit 2015 - Phyllene W. v. Huntsville City (AL) Bd. 
of Ed. 66 IDELR 179
▪11th Circuit 2014-Jefferson County Board of Education 
v. Lolita S. and M.S. 64 IDELR 34
▪3rd Circuit 2015-H.L. by George L. and Susan F. v. 
Downington Area School District
▪U.S. District Court, Northern District of California 
2012-Ravenswood City School District v J.S. 59 IDLER 77



Parent 
Participation

▪11th Circuit 2014 R.L., S.L. ex rel. O.L. v. Miami-
Dade County School Board
▪11th Circuit 2015 A. L. v. Jackson County 
School Board, 66 IDELR 271
▪9th Circuit 2015 D.B. v. Santa Monica Malibu 
Unified School District 65 IDELR 224 
▪9th Circuit 2013 Doug C. v. State of Hawaii 
Department of Education 61 IDLER 91

http://www.specialedconnection.com/LrpSecStoryTool/servlet/GetCase?cite=66+IDELR+271


KEY POINTS FROM CASES

▪ Importance of Parent 
Participation

▪ Use Data and Document in the 
IEP

▪ Implement and Revise the IEP



New Monitoring Process



Monitoring 
Components

01 Standard 
Record Review

02 Service 
Verification

03 Student 
Outcomes

04 Parental 
Involvement

Diagram featured by http://slidemodel.com

http://slidemodel.com


Pathway to success

IEP Content
IEP 

Implementation
Parental 

Involvement
FAPE

Record Review 

protocol with 

added emphasis 

on transition

Classroom observations; 

service delivery logs; 
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student outcomes 

(grades, attendance, 

discipline and testing
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PMA Live Binder

-

PMA Resources from 

March Institute 2016 –

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/1958681

Access key:  PMA Session 2016 

http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=1958681&present=true
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=1958681&present=true
http://www.livebinders.com/play/play/1958681




Bringing it all together



Data

Individualization DocumentationCommunication




