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Disclaimer  
Presentation materials are for registered 
participants of the 66th Conference on Exceptional 
Children. The information in this presentation is 
intended to provide general information and the 
content and information presented may not reflect 
the opinions and/or beliefs of the NC Department of 
Public Instruction, Exceptional Children Division. 
Copyright permissions do not extend beyond the 
scope of this conference.

Disclaimer  
The contents of this presentation were developed under 
a grant from the US Department of Education, 
#H326T130010. However, those contents do not 
necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of 
Education, and you should not assume endorsement by 
the Federal Government. Project Officer, Louise Tripoli.
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Agenda

• 10:45-10:50 Introductions
• 10:50-11:10 MTSS…PBIS…and Connections 

to Communication and 
Self-determination

• 11:10-11:45 Assessments
• 11:45-12:05 Receptive and Expressive 

Signal Dictionaries
• 12:05–12:15 Connecting it all

Multi-Tiered Systems of Support 
(MTSS)…

Positive Behavioral Intervention & 
Supports (PBIS)…

Connections to
Communication & Self-determination

MTSS & PBIS
• MTSS (Tier 1) emphasizes high quality 

instruction for all students through access to 
general education curriculum & classroom and 
self-determination (Wehmeyer, 2015)

• Students with significant intellectual disabilities 
and their services/support typically not 
considered to part of MTSS & PBIS

• Progressive models are strength-based to 
diminish gap between a student’s strength and 
demands of instruction, environment, and 
context (Wehmeyer, 2015)
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MTSS & PBIS    Self-determination
Self-determination 

– goes beyond making choices & participating in 
IEP meetings

– needs to focus on “making things happen in 
one’s life” and being the causal agent 
(Wehmeyer, 2015)

How is this not relevant to all students?

How do you see this playing out
in your school or program?

Self-determination

Communication
is the key for all!

Let’s explore a few more 
strategies for learning about 

learners’ communication 
strategies

ASSESSMENTS
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Communication Supports Inventory-
Children and Youth (CSI-CY)

CSI-CY
• Communication Supports Inventory

– Makes it easier to write goals for students 
with communication needs.

– Rates student’s participation in many 
different environments, including home and 
school.

– Provides service providers with ability to 
prioritize goal focus. 

Classroom Observation 
Instrument

• Classroom Observation Instrument for 
Educational Environments Serving 
Students with Deaf-Blindness
– Detailed process of identifying strengths and 

weaknesses in all environments.
– Provides rubric for determining the educational 

and communication effectiveness of the 
environments.
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Receptive and Expressive
Signal Dictionaries

Expressive Signal Dictionary
• Expressive Dictionaries

– Helpful in identifying communication steps.

Each time student
DOES this….

It will be interpreted to 
MEAN this….

Student’s partner will DO 
this…

Student’s partner will SAY 
this…

Receptive Signal Dictionary
• Receptive Dictionary

– Helpful in identifying communication steps

TOUCH or OBJECT Cue
It is used to communicate 
this MEANING….

_Student_’s partner will 
DO / SAY this…

What is EXPECTED 
from the learner
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VIDEO

Connecting
Communication &

Self-determination
through MTSS & PBIS

Strategies….Challenges & Opportunities
What does it take?

– School-wide training & implementation
– Using/applying interventions & supports 

consistently across all students
– Evaluating effect of interventions & 

supports on all students
– Revising training/implementation

Your experiences?

(Landers, Courtade, & Ryndak, 2012)
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MTSS…PBIS…
Communication & Self-determination

Discussion Time!

Please contact us!
Sandra Warren warrens@ecu.edu

Andrea Blackwood blackwooda@ecu.edu
Julie Brickhouse brickhousej@pitt.k12.nc.us

Patty Dischinger patty.dischinger@esdb.dpi.gov

mailto:warrens@ecu.edu
mailto:blackwooda@ecu.edu
mailto:brickhousej@pitt.k12.nc.us
mailto:patty.dischinger@esdb.dpi.gov

