
Multi-Tiered Instruction for Writing From Sources 
Joan Sedita 

© Joan Sedita  www.keystoliteracy.com

1 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Multi-Tiered Instruction for 
Writing From Sources 

Joan Sedita 
Keys to Literacy 
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RtI, MTSS Basics 

•  Promotes school improvement using data-driven problem 
solving based on assessment  

•  Provides multiple levels of instruction and support for all 
learners (struggling through advanced) 

•  Provides instructional support and PD to teachers 

•  Requires collaboration between general and special ed 

•  MTSS emphasizes prevention through effective, research-
based core instruction 
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http://www.florida-rti.org/flMod/threeTierModel.htm 

Tiered Literacy Instruction  
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Multi-Tiered System 
of Instruction and Support 

Significant 
intervention 

time,     
small-group 
instruction 

Some 
support, 

smaller size 
classes, 

target weak 
areas 

Grade-level 
reading & 

writing 
embedded in 

content 
instruction 

Advanced, 
challenging 
reading & 

writing 
embedded in 

content 
instruction 

Struggling Weak Grade Level Above Grade 

Tier I: All Students 

Tier II: Supplemental  

Tier III: Intervention  
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The Writing Process  
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CC Connection 

 
Writing #5  
Develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by 
planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach.  

 

The Process Writing Routine 
 

 

Think 
 

Plan 
 

Write 
 

Revise http://
www.keystoliteracy.
com/resources/
worksheets/ 
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The Writing Process 

1.  Pre-Writing (reflection, selecting a 
topic, planning what to say) 

2.  Text Production (writing a draft) 

3.  Revising (reflection, making 
changes to improve the writing) 

4.  Editing (proofreading) 

THINK 
 

PLAN 
 

WRITE 
 

REVISE 
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40/20/40 

Students assume they should spend the bulk of their 
time writing the first draft. However, they should… 
 
•  …spend 40% of their time planning, reading, 

gathering, note-taking (THINK, PLAN) 

•  …spend 20% of their time draft writing (WRITE) 

•  …spend 40% of their time rewriting and revising, 
including editing (REVISE) 

Univ. of Victoria, 2010
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A Recursive Process 

•  Writing is a dynamic and recursive process. 
 

•  Writers repeat and revisit the stages several 
times as they develop a piece of writing. 

•  There are no boundaries between each stage - 
at any point writing may be temporarily 
interrupted as the writer attempts to improve the 
writing piece     
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Writing From Sources  
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Equal Parts  
Comprehension & Writing 

 
Good  

Comprehension  
Skills 

 

 
Good  

Writing  
Skills 

 

 
Good  

Informational & 
Argument  Pieces 
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CC Connection 

•  Writing #7  
–  Conduct short as well as more sustained research 

projects based on focused questions, demonstrating 
understanding of the subject under investigation.   

•  Writing #8  
–  Gather relevant information from multiple print and 

digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy of 
each source, and integrate the information while 
avoiding plagiarism.  

•  Writing #9  
–  Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to 

support analysis, reflection, and research.  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com
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CC Connection 

•  Reading #1  

–  Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to 
make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence 
when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the 
text. 

–    

•  Reading #2  
–  Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their 

development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com
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About Research Reports 

•  Longer, �sustained� research projects are not 
expected until high school. 

 

•  Many short writing tasks based on sources are 
better than a few long projects! 

•  Build a Skill: Students get more practice at 
each step in the research, organizing, and 
writing stages. 
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Provide Sources 

•  Writing #8  
–  Gather relevant information from multiple print and 

digital sources, assess the credibility and accuracy 
of each source, and integrate the information while 
avoiding plagiarism.  

•  When teachers provide sources… 
 

… it is an opportunity to show students what makes a 
source credible, accurate and useful 
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Citing Sources 

•  Consider the CC grade level standards 

–  4&5: List of sources 

–  6: Bibliography 

–  7+: Formal citation formats: APA, MLA, Chicago Style  

      (up to you and your school) 

•  Transitions for citing sources within the writing 
piece: 
–  according to___ 
–   ___ says/explains/writes/describes/notes 
–  research conducted by ___ shows that 
–  one expert, ___, says/commented that 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Tracking Sources 

Students need explicit instruction for  
how to track sources of information.  

http://
www.keystolit
eracy.com/
resources/
worksheets/ 
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Basic Text Structures 
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Basic Text Structures 
 

Introduction   
•  Introduce the topic of the writing piece 

Body: Development of Ideas   
•  Organize information 
•  Present main ideas 
•  Provide details 
•  Include text features 

Conclusion 
•  Concluding statement that supports the information presented 

Transitions 
•  Words/phrases that connect sentences and paragraphs 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

•  Can range from one                              
sentence to a page+ 

•  Essential component: 
•  Introduction of topic (and                                          

statement of claim for                                               
argument writing) 

•  Possible components: 
–  Catchy “lead”  
–  Presentation of background/overview information 
–  Preview of subtopics (reasons for argument writing) 
–  Thesis statement 

Keep in mind the task, audience, purpose. 

Introductions 
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Conclusions 
 
 •  Creates closure and holds the                                 whole text 

together by referring                                      back to what has 
already been said.  

•  Length: sentence, paragraph, section 

•  Keep in mind the task, audience, purpose 
 

Three Goals 
 

1.  Rephrase the main topic (and claim) 

2.  Summarize key main ideas or reasons 

3.  Leave the reader with a sense of closure, interesting final 
impression, or call to action 

           wh  whole ole le texttexttextexexttexextextexextextttexteetextttextteeteexxtt xteeexxxxt xxtexxexxexxxxeeeexteteteteexeexxtt  
back ack to wt hat ttttttttttttttt hashashashashasahashashashashahasasahasashashashasasashasshhashasashashashashashasahasshashhasashasshhaahasshasasassshashahaashahaassshhh
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Writing 
the Body 

•  It’s where students                                
translate notes into                                     
sentences and paragraphs.  

•  Students make decisions about: 
–  Format (headings, graphics) 
–  Organization 
–  How much and what kind of details to include 

Keep in mind the task, audience, purpose. 

 

                                        

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Top-Down Webs to Show Text 
Structure 

Overall Topic

Introduction Body Conclusion

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Informational  
 
4 body paragraphs, 
no subtopics or 
headings 

Overall Topic

Introduction Body Conclusion

Main Idea 1
& Details

Main Idea 2
& Details

Main Idea 3
& Details

Main Idea 4
& Details
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Informational  
 

7 body paragraphs, 
2 subtopics with 

headings 

Overall Topic

Introduction Body Conclusion

Main Idea 1
& Details

Main Idea 2
& Details

Main Idea 3
& Details

Main Idea 4
& Details

Subtopic

Main Idea  5 
& Details

Main Idea 6 
& Details

Main Idea 7
& Details

Subtopic

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Informational  
 

14 body 
paragraphs, 2 
subtopics with 

headings, 5 sub-
subtopics with 

headings 

Overall Topic

Introduction Body Conclusion

Subtopic Subtopic

Sub-
Subtopic

Sub-
Subtopic

Sub-
Subtopic

Sub-
Subtopic

Sub-
Subtopic

Main Idea 1
& Details

Main Idea 2
& Details

Main Idea 3
& Details

Main Idea 4
& Details

Main Idea 5
& Details

Main Idea 6
& Details

Main Idea 7
& Details

Main Idea 8
& Details

Main Idea 9
& Details

Main Idea 10
& Details

Main Idea 11
& Details

Main Idea 12
& Details

Main Idea 13
& Details

Main Idea 14
& Details

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Overall Topic

Introduction Body Conclusion

Reason 1
& 

Supporting 
Evidence

Opinion/Argument Piece
2 Reasons 

Reason 2
& 

Supporting 
Evidence

CLAIM

Argument Topic Web 
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Overall Topic

Introduction Body Conclusion

Opinion/Argument Piece
3 Reasons

1 Counter-Claim with Rebuttal  

Reason 1
& 

Supporting 
Evidence

Reason 2
& 

Supporting 
Evidence

Reason 3
& 

Supporting 
Evidence

Counter-
Claim

Rebuttal 

CLAIM

Argument 
Topic Web 
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Transitions 
 

 

•  What is a transition? 
–  Linking words, phrases,                                sentences 
–  Use to link sentences,                                   paragraphs, and 

sections                                        of text 
 

•  Used to 
–  Clarify relationships (e.g., compare/contrast, cause/effect) 
–  Create cohesion 
–  Link ideas  

•  Some students include while writing first draft, some 
need to consciously add them later.  

                          s   sentenenntntententententntenntennntntnntntnnntennnntennt ncescesceseseeseseceseessssessesscesescesssssccesccceeescesesssessceesssc  
                                                par parpar parparpar par parpar par par parparparparppar par ppar par  parparppar p agrgrgragragragrararagragrrraragrgagraaaaaaaaa rraaaaaa raphs,phs,phs,phs,phs,hhphhhhshphs,phs,ss,s,,,, aaaaaaaandaaandaand a andandanndanndn   
        oof tof tof of tof tofof tf tofofofofofofofofoooofoofof ttteextext ext exttttttext te
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Practice Activity 
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Information Writing: 
Set of Steps 

1.  Review the assignment 
requirements 

2.  Identify print or digital sources 

3.  Gather information from sources 
into two-column notes 

4.  Organize notes into a writing plan 

5.  Write draft 

6.  Revise and edit draft 

 

The Process Writing Routine 
 

 

Think 
 

Plan 
 

Write 
 

Revise 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

�Write a short informational piece, based 
on sources, about 3D printers.�

•  Look at the Set Goals part of the Writing 
Assignment Guide (WAG) 

•  Look at Source A                         and Source B. 

Practice Assignment 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

•  Top-down topic web can be used to plan the overall 
structure of a writing piece.  

•  Who develops the topic web? 

Overall Topic

Introduction Body Conclusion
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(based on WAG 
requirements) 

BODY

what are 
3D printers

how 3D 
printers 

work

things they 
can make

3D Printing

INTRO. CONC.

non-fiction 
lead

introduce 
topic

thank the 
teachers

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Gathering Information  
into   

Two-Column Notes 

big ideas Supporting details

Writing Process: 
THINK & Plan Stage 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Take Notes 

•  Information gathered needs to be saved. 

•  Two-column notes are helpful for gathering and 
saving information.  

•  Writing during the Think stage can help students 
discover and think through what they want to 
convey in their writing. 

•  Students should start to track sources.  

Writing #8  
Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources… integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  
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Topic  ___________________________ 

Main Ideas Details  

Two-Column Notes: 
To gather information before writing 

Assumption: 
students can 
identify and 

state main ideas 

Assumption:
students can identify 

relevant details, 
paraphrase in their 
own words, write 

concisely

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Paraphrasing and Plagiarism 

•  Some students need explicit instruction for 
taking notes and turning them into sentences 
and paragraphs.  

•  Paraphrasing while taking notes and when 
turning notes into sentences will help avoid 
plagiarism.  

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Notes 

What are 3D 
printers? 
 
 
 
how 3D printers 
work 
 
 
 
things they can 
make 

details 

details 

details 
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Practice: Marking Text 

•  Start with Source A 

•  Follow along as the 
trainer models 
marking the text to 
gather information. 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Practice: Taking Notes 

•  Follow along as the trainer models note taking. 
Add notes to your handout.  

•  Students can avoid plagiarism by taking notes 
in their own words.  

•  Assumed skills: 
–  Paraphrasing – using your own word order, 

substituting your own language 
–  Writing concisely  
–  Abbreviating 
–  Using quotes when copying text wording 
–  Adding visual and word clues 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

What are 3D 
printers? 

•  “The Cube: your own personal mini-
factory” (A) 

First Section of Notes 

(will be used to 
develop a topic 

sentence)
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How 3D 
printers 
work 

•  How it works (A) 
1.  melts plastic from cartridge 
2.  Builds layers to create item 

•  download directions to make things (A) 
 

Second Section of Notes 

(will be used to 
develop a topic 

sentence)

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Things 
they can 
make 

•  makes plastic items (A) 

•  advanced 3D printers have made 
fascinating things (A) 
–  bionic ear – can send & receive sound 
–  digital model of King Richard III’s head 
–  clothing – shoe, dress out of nylon 

mesh 
–  replicas of mastodon bones 
–  meat made from animal cells and 

amino acids  

Third Section of Notes 

(will be used to 
develop a topic 

sentence)

(A) (A) 
(A) 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

What are 3D 
printers? 

•  “The Cube: your own personal mini-
factory” (A) 

•  Different from traditional way of making 
things (B) 

•  3D printing also called “additive 
manufacturing” (B) 

•  $2.2 billion of 3D printers sold across the 
world (B) 

First Section of Notes 

(will be used to 
develop a topic 

sentence)
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How 3D 
printers 
work 

•  How it works (A) 
1.  melts plastic from cartridge 
2.  Builds layers to create item 

•  download directions to make things (A) 
•  different way to make things - builds an object from 

bottom up (B) 
•  very thin layers of material are added on top of each 

other (B) 
•  process is guided by computers (B) 

•  3D printers use different processes, most use 
powdered plastic (B) 

•  has 2 major parts: (B) 
1.  “build box” – holds the powder  
2.  “printing head” – has heat source that melts 

powder, or jets that spray binder glue over 
powder 

 

Second Section of Notes 

(will be used to 
develop a topic 

sentence)

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Things 
they can 
make 

•  makes plastic items (A) 

•  advanced 3D printers have made 
fascinating things (A) 
–  bionic ear – can send & receive sound 
–  digital model of King Richard III’s head 
–  clothing – shoe, dress out of nylon 

mesh 
–  replicas of mastodon bones 
–  meat made from animal cells and 

amino acids  

Third Section of Notes 

(will be used to 
develop a topic 

sentence)

(A) 
(A) (A) 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Write the Body Draft 

 
   
 

Writing Process: 
WRITE Stage 
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Using Notes to Write 
Paragraphs 

•  From two-column notes: 

–  The wording in the left column is developed 
into a full sentence that states the main idea 
– the Topic Sentence 

–  The wording in the right column is developed 
into support sentences 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Practice Assignment 

�WWrite a short informational piece, based 
on sources, about 3D printers.�

 
 

Follow along as the trainer does a think aloud to 
model how to turn notes into sentences for 

paragraphs.  
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What are 
3D printers? 
 
TS: There 
is a new 
product 
for 3D 
printing 
available 
to the 
public.  

•  “The Cube: your own personal mini-
factory” (A) 

•  Different from traditional way of 
making things (B) 

•  3D printing also called “additive 
manufacturing” (B) 

•  $2.2 billion of 3D printers sold across 
the world (B) 

First Section of Notes 

4 

3 

1 

2 

4 
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First Body Paragraph 

     There is a new product for 3D printing available to 
the public. For example, “The Cube” is a 3D printer that 
allows you to have “your own personal mini-factory”. (A) 
Another name for 3D printing is “additive manufacturing”. 
(B) There is a growing market for 3D printing. That is why 
3D printers had $2.2 billion worth of sales across the 
world last year. (B) Printing in 3D is different from the 
traditional way of making things. (B) 

4 
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How 3D 
printers 
work 
 
TS:  
A 3D 
printer 
creates 
objects 
differently 
from 
traditional 
printers.   

•  how itworks (A) 
1.  melts plastic from cartridge 
2.  Builds layers to create item  

•  download directions to make things (A) 
•  different way to make things - builds an object from 

bottom up (B) 
•  very thin layers of material are added on top of each 

other (B) 
•  process is guided by computers (B) 

•  3D printers use different processes, most use 
powdered plastic (B) 

•  has 2 major parts: (B) 
1.  “build box” – contains finely ground material 
2.  “printing head” – has heat source that melts powder, 

or jets that spray binder glue over powder 
 

Second Section of Notes 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

4 

4 
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Second Body Paragraph 

     A 3D printer creates objects differently from 
traditional printers. They use different processes and 
materials, but most use powdered plastic. (A, B) 3D printers 
are different from 2 dimensional printers because they build 
an object from the bottom up. (B) They spray very thin layers 
of the building material on top of each other, like layers in a 
cake. (A, B) Also, the process of 3D printing is guided by 
computers. (B) Directions for making things are downloaded 
electronically to the 3D printer. (A) 

4 
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Activity Debrief 

•  Answer these questions: 

–  Did the trainer use all of the information from the right 
column of the notes? 

–  Did the trainer change the order of information from the 
right column of the notes? 

–  Did the trainer integrate information from multiple 
sources? 

–  How did the trainer track sources? 

© 2016 Joan Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com 

Next Steps� 

•  Write introduction and conclusion 

•  Add transition words and phrases 

•  Revise for content and edit for conventions 
 

Informational Writing Rubric 
 
Informational Feedback Checklist 

http://
www.keystoliteracy.
com/resources/
worksheets/ 
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Quick Writes 
 

 

Writing Process 
 

 

Basic Text Structures 
 

 

Writing From Sources 
 

 

Writing Assignment Guide (WAG) 
 

 Keys to Content Writing 
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Keys to Literacy 
•  The Key Comprehension Routine  
•  The Key Vocabulary Routine  
•  Keys to Close Reading  
•  Keys to Content Writing 
•  Keys to Argument Writing 
•  The ANSWER Key Routine for Extended Response 

Literacy Lines Blog 
http://blog.keystoliteracy.com/ 

 

Twitter 
@keystoliteracy 

 

Free Instructional Resources 
http://www.keystoliteracy.com/resources/articles/ 

 




















