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Will you Marry Me? 

Engaging the Mind in 

Critical Thinking 
Nadiah Trotman, Ed.D. 

Center for Teacher Effectiveness 

Time To Teach Program 

Let’s TEACH! 

Session Agenda 
• Introduction 

• The Infamous Buzz word 

• Achievement Gap &The Reality of the Classroom 

• Discussion: Differentiated Strategies: 

– Storytelling 

– Entry/Exit Tickets 

– Randomness 

– Vote with Your Feet 

• What do these differentiated strategies promote? 

• Conclusion 

• Feedback 

• What I learned/considered 

 

Quick Housekeeping 
• Our time together is 

limited, let’s make is 

sweet! 

• Please silence all noise 

making electronics  

• Please use Graffiti Board 

for Questions 

• Smile!  

• Have fun!  
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DIFFERENTIATED 

INSTRUCTION 

(DI) 

What is Differentiated 

Instruction (DI)? 

 

Formulation a working definition 

 

What is YOUR definition of 

DIFFERENTIATED INSTRUCTION? 

 

 
**STRATEGY 
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Entry/Exit Tickets 

• Used to set a stage, anchor a lesson or 
review 

• A feedback point during or after a lesson 
to pull out information 

• They can be in class checks for 
understanding, reviews and even 
homework.  

• Used to put questions to you  

• You can ensure you get something from 
everyone each time.   

 

Randomness 

• The law of equity and fairness often creates 

opportunities for student to learn to shut off 

during instruction.   

• Round robins and step by step participation 

can even dictate when you student will be 

engaged and when they have permission to 

shut off 

Dice and Randomness       

• Gaming Dice – 30, 20, 12, 10, 8, 6, 4 sided 

• Turns and decision making 

• Numbered chairs/students 
– Rotate the numbers to keep it random 

– Student participation, instead of having a student 
decide who’s next, they roll the dice and let it 
decide. 

– Used to pick on board selections of questions, 
essays 

– Used to select on a matrix tasks or assessments 
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Different Modes for Randomness 

• Unknown terms 

• Ticket System – at the end, all must have at least 
one ticket 

• Teams of two or three 

• Not only talk about, but classify or place in 
ordinal/cardinal/date sequence on the board 

• Homework Vocabulary 

• Written only response 

• Silent response by entire class, all answer the 
question 

 

Story telling 

A Kinesthetic-Visual-Audio-Emotional –Aesthetic method 
of teaching                    

                           

  

1. For use with any series of facts, events or parts that 
are related.   

2. Easier to use when a single element is present 
throughout the series.  

3. Focuses on the dynamics of presentation and acting.  

4. Repetition is the key!  
  

  

  

                 

Story Telling 
•  Several modes –  

– Teacher Led where the teacher lines up actors and guides 

then through all movements. 

– Student-Teacher corroborative – Both teacher and students 

develop the story line together. 

– Student Led story-line – student develop the entire storyline 

and present it in class given a list of elements to portray 

Visually, Kinesthetically and Audibly. 

• Key players are needed to help get it off the ground.  This is the 

time to get the active talkers involved in learning.     

• This is noisy and can sometimes take a bit of time to set up.  

Props are excellent in representing concepts or idea.   
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Story Telling 

• Some ideas for story-lines                   

  

• Science – Parts of the cell talk about having the best jobs in the 
cell.  (The mitochondria = powerhouse or muscleman).  Life cycle of 
a frog.   

  

• Math – Fractions break down the whole.  Word based Questions 
where one or more variables change.   

 

• Social Studies – Any biography or war.  The rise and fall of 
Napoleon.  

 

• English – Parts of describing what they do (in fact conjunction 
junction is a method of this approach).   Watch the Reduced 
Shakespeare Companies version of his entire works.   
 

  

 

Story Telling 

• Start with a subject that is easily broken 

down into basic elements.   

• Choose a visual, kinesthetic an audio 

anchor for each element.  

• Set up the timeline and rehearse.  This 

works very well with poetry or music.   

• Have students repeat each element and 

action every time they are mentioned.  

 

Story Telling  (cont.) 

• Start with the 1st element and always repeat all 
elements when you add on.   

• Make sure you have a writing prompt at the end to 
help solidify the story.   

• DI Approach- students could improve the dialogue, 
create poems, songs or other visual cues.   

• If students create their own, you could have more 
than one team develop their own approach, 
therefore you have multiple examples of the same 
story.   
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Vote with your feet 

• Position and movement 

• Decisions and discussion 
– Divide and conqueror – both sides vote a 

representative to speak for them.  Both sides 
speak and there is an opportunity for students to 
re-select their sides.   

• Human Graphs 
– Age or dates 

– Height 

– Preferences or talents 

 

Questions???????? 

One Last Thing… 
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