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Tier 3: Q

Comprehensive & Intensive

. of i ) ;l:’:
interventions.
Ther 22
Strategie Interventions

Students who need more support in
addition to the core curriculum.

Tier 1:
Core Curriculum

All students, including students who
require curricular enhancements for
acceleration.
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Multi-Tiered Literacy Instruction

Struggling Weak Grade Level Above Grade
Significant Some Grade-level Advanced,
intervention support, reading & challenging
time, smaller size writing reading &
small-group classes, embedded in writing
instruction target weak content embedded in
areas instruction content
instruction

Tier Il: Supplemental

Tier I: All Students

©Joan Sedita, www keystoliteracy.net




Joan Sedita
www.keystoliteracy.com

Literacy Instruction
in the




Joan Sedita
www.keystoliteracy.com




Joan Sedita
www.keystoliteracy.com

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE STUDENT SUCCESS | se conrenciice on excermianaL ciionen

Content Literacy

e The literacy standards for history/social studies,
science, and technical subjects:

- Complement rather than replace content
standards in those subjects

- Are the responsibility of teachers in those

subjects (and embedded in content curriculum
within K-5)

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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What do teachers need to know?

e There is an equal weight on reading and writing

and writing is used to learn.

e Focus on process, not just content.

e Text difficulty is central to learning. Students
must be taught how to apply literacy skills to

more challenging text than was previously
used.

e Do more with less - spend more time digging
deeper with a piece of text and engage the

students in reading, talking, and writing about
it.

©Joan Sedita, www keystolteracy.com
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Activity

Discuss possible answers

to these questions:

oIf they learn to read in elementary school
won’t they be set?

eCan’t students just take a reading class
or get extra help?

eCan’t the English teachers take care of

Source: Julie Meltzer, PCG’ s Center for Resource Management
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Content Classrooms
(Science, History, English, Math)

Interventions

Struggling
Readers

(Special Ed and Reading Teachers)

Specialists Can’t Do It Alone!
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Listening
Watching

Expository Narrative

Doing

What has been read, said, or done?
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Critical Thinking

State Standards Require
Multiple Levels of Thinking

* R # 1: Read closely, make logical inferences

* R #2: Determine central ideas, analyze their development

* R #8: Distinguish among facts

« W #9: Draw evidence from texts to support analysis, reflection and
research

« L #5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, nuances in
word meanings

©Joan Sedita, www keystolteracy.com
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Creating

Analyzing G Strategic Thinking

Applying G Skills & Concepts

Bloom’s Taxonomy Webb’s DOK
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Key Comprehension Routine l

Grades 4-12 I

Topic Web Summary

Reading and Writing

Main Idea Skills
ainyonayg Ixal

Notes Questions
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By Semour Simon

Causes of
wildfires

Problem

Fighting
a with

wildfire wildfires

Let it burn
(naturally)

Lodgepole
lose excess sap

Top-Down Topic Web

A Morrissey ©30an Sedta, wiw keystoleracy.com

Nam Dute Time

Two Colurn Notes
Highly Scatfolded

Wildfires by Seymou Sienon

What fires need

Causes of wikdfires

il adjus t0
oy and afier

Two-

Column

Notes “
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Summary

Some people think wildfires are bad while others think they are

good. Regardless of a persons feelings they are essential to continue
the forest life cycle. First, wildfires can'’t be prevented. They happen
often. Sometimes they are started by carelessness of humans but most

start because of natural causes such as lighting. Once a first begins the
firefighters must decide if they will fight the fire or let it burn. More often
than not they will allow the fire to burn as this is a natural process.

However, in 1988 at Yellowstone National Park they decided to fight the
fire to protect historical structures from possibly burning down. After a
fire finally burns out or is put out the life cycle begins again. Animals

come back to the area, crops and tress begin to grow again and the
plants that previously had no light because the trees were so tall start to
prosper again. However, nobody knows when the wildfire cycle will hit
the same area again.

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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Bloom’s Questions

Remembering What started the 1988 wildfire in Yellowstone National
Park?
Understanding Tell me in your own words why a wildfire can be

considered good.

Applying If you were in Yellowstone National Park and saw a fire
burning what would you do?

Analyzing What things are similar/different from a house fire and
a wildfire?
Evaluating Rank the events of the Yellowstone National Park in

order of importance.

Creating What would the world be like if there were no wildfires?

©Joan Sedita, v keystoliteracy com
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 What are topic webs?
Visual representation of the “big picture”

Shows relationships among topics and

main ideas in a hierarchical way

©Joan Sedita, wwwkeystoliteracy.com
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WHY teach it?

« Graphic organizers have been identified as an essential
comprehension strategy.

* The brain searches to make connections — to develop a schema
— Schema — a mental plan that organizes background
knowledge, and to which new knowledge can be connected

* Helps the teacher develop a plan for the content to be delivered
— In order to develop a web, you have to know your content and

goals for teaching it

« Helps the students see the big picture

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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Why is the topic web the “default”

graphic organizer for the routine?

*Most other graphic organizers are associated with more specific

organization patterns (compare/contrast, sequence, repeating cycle,
multiple-column chart, etc.)

*Topic web is more flexible and can be used for just about anything.

*Topic web supports comprehension by showing the “big picture” in a

visually powerful way.

«Itis a consistent way to organize information for comprehension and

ideas for writing.

©Joan Sedita, www keystolteracy.com
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HOW to teach it.

» Teach students:
— the related main idea skills (topics, sub-topics)

— the concept of hierarchies of topics
— the visual clues (role of position, shape, color)
— how to use a topic web to represent non-text and text

* Model and use think aloud

thinking
lwud .

» Use scaffolds

e
AT

-
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/ Position, Shape, Color

\C Y
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“Stacking” Shapes

Can be used
when there
is limited

space

i
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Comprehension

Listening
Watching Expository Narrative
Doing

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com




Joan Sedita
www.keystoliteracy.com

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE STUDENT SUCCESS | se conrenciice on excermianaL ciionen

process: how to complete a research assignment

RESEARCH ASSIGNMENT

select
relevant
information
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process: reading strategies
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information: topics covered in state math assessments

(McAS oPen Response @ueSHons

IMP,’@%&T& (Geometryl

Copocity

(@ L
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information: kinds of haircoloring (voc tech high school)

| Haircoloring ]

Introduces a client to
'—l Haircolor servi Blﬁr\ds srav hair
Creates fun nges existing
R [ Adds subte color results Enhances haircolor
o' resuits natural color

(o Tones prelightened hair
shampoo out Tones
prelightened hai
Neutralizes yellow hair

Creates bright

Refreshes faded hair e
Naturaklooking
Filler in color correction | | Haircolor changes
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topics of study: periods studied in music class

COMMON PRACTICE PERIOD

e ) )

el | |

et mefody

o | ===

counterpaint

e
o
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topics for a class debate

Pros and Cons of Using Water to
Make Electricity

Hydro- Hydro- Fivctrie
Electric Electric Plands can
Plants are Power Plants Only Exist in
Easy to Drive out Some Areas
Maintain animals and < =
Plants
Water is
Clean &
Efficient
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topics to be covered from state standards

Curriculum
Frameworks:
Mesopotamia

Whycatled
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topics covered in math unit about fractions

Ublag Fractioms )
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Comprehension

Listening

Watching Expository Narrative

Doing
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< What makes a
E civilization?
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use topic webs to organize text

A topic web can represent the big ideas in:

+ Awhole text

— E.g., textbook, article, short story, novel

« Parts of a text

— E.g., chapter, section

« Information from text combined with information from

other sources

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com

WORKINGT ~—— ’
| Elements of a Story |

web of whole
narrative text

Exposition
(Introduction)
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characters

in
narrative
text

RacieieTaraelis
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web of theme in narrative text

Romes + Juliet

Themes o$ Lwe

Nmolkusnl-m. R"“"T“'d M‘"'“M i

go.:::{ﬁm:g& Posis [Taliet &m.l../';'::.o
uly a e f Jul
Tybnl&,’[ulid bss ,

Nurse] Tubed
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web of character conflicts in narrative text

Chacocter and Conflict

Blacichint Pond

Theborich
Feom: Ty tanbekh buge Speve
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web for min-booklet, expository text
(National Geographic Science Series)
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Chapter 2
web for chapter The Fertile Crescent
of expository
text (social

studies)
1. Land
Between 2 2. Babylonia 3. Legacy of
Rivers & Assyria Mesopotamia

Geographic
Seting

Summerian
Religion

Hammurabi's

Two Empires
of

L e Babylonian:
e 2nd

Assyrian
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web for chapter section of expository text (history)

IToso Rewlutions | Sechen AL
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web for chapter section of expository text (math)
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Team
web for Pa .
f 0 Squirt Adv.
informational |  saue o o facas
brochure: =l o) =

“Moose River

Ski & l
Snowllwoard” D @ o

i35t
<>
H

Trin o
hatpipe

Ticks /.
Jumps

Informational Text - Reading a Brochure
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Scaffolding Topic Webs

Introduce topic webs using everyday examples

and visuals.

Provide partially completed webs.

Provide topics, have students sort into a topic
web.

Scaffold the text before students create a web.
— chunk the text

- highlight text features such as headings

Allow students to create webs in small

collaborative groups.

©Joan Sedita, wwwkeystoliteracy.com
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partially ‘ ‘ Algebra_ ‘ “
completed Properties
(math) T

Identity and Equality

Commutative and

Properties Associate Properties

( J( Mapncssen I ) = )
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partially

completed
(social
studies)

Live ahocky
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partially completed (grade 2)

Dolphins
e R
- —
- = Learning Dolphins
‘;'"‘]"L L4 Lifeof a about in Danger
i Dolphin Dolphins
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WHAT are two-column notes?

* A specific format for taking notes — based
on Cornell Note Taking

+ Used to represent big ideas vs. supporting
details

» Flexible, versatile format can be used in

many situations requiring note taking

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE STUDENT SUCCESS | se conrenciice on excermianaL ciionen

Two-Column Notes

Topic

Big picture Subordinate information

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE STUDENT SUCCESS | se™ conrenence on excepTianaL ciiLonen

WHY teach it?

+ Taking notes has been identified as an essential comprehension and
writing strategy.

« Taking notes pushes students to be more active readers and to
connect with the text.

« Students need a tool to gather information when writing from sources.

Standards Connection:

R #1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and make
logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or
speaking and writing to support conclusions drawn from the text.

* W #8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources.

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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Multiple Uses for 2-Column Notes
Big Picture Subordinate Info
(Left Column) (Right Column)
non-text topic, sub-topics, main ideas, supporting details
(process, lecture, multi-media, steps
demonstration, etc.)
detail from
short text paragraph main ideas supporting sentences
(1 to several paragraphs)
lengthy text subtopics, overarching-main paragraph main ideas
(multi-paragraph to multi- ideas
pages
main events event details
narrative text — ~
specific literary elements details about characters,
(e.g., characters, setting, setting, theme, etc.
themes, etc.)
definition, antonym, synonym,
vocabulary: word learning word use in sentence, visual, etc.

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE STUDENT SUCCESS | se™ conrenence on excermianaL ciitonen

HOW to teach it.

« Teach students:
— the format

— the related main idea skills
— how to use notes for non-text and text
— the difference between detailed notes and broader notes

— sub-skills for effective note taking

« Start with everyday examples

« Model and use think aloud

« Use scaffolds

©Joan Sedita, www keystolteracy.com
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Webs to Notes

° ° ° @ details
I ' details
@ details
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Comprehension

Listening

Watching Expository Narrative

Doing
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How to conduct science experiments.

1. Research * Choose a experiment topic
* Research the topic using internet, books, or talking to

knowledgeable people
= Do more research about similar experiments done by others
notes about 2. Problem Narrow down topic inte an easily testable problem

+Focus on one thing to test at a time
@ PIOCESS 13 e Generate a statement of fact that you will prove or disprove
(science) Write down the hypothesis, including why you picked it
Determine independent variable - what you change fa provide
a result

4. Experiment

Determine controlled variables - the things that never change
Determine dependent variable - what you are measuring
Perform experiment in batches

Try to keep everything else the same

5. Results Present the results
Describe what you found
Include graphs and tables

Assess how the results answer the hypothesis

6. Discussion &

Conclusion Discuss its relevance to existing knowledge

Conclude if the hypothesis was proved or not

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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GRAPHING A LINE
1

= FIND ORDERED PAIRS choose x, find

corresponding y in
equation
. form 3 ordered pairs

~

. make atable ¥

w

-

. draw x and y axes v
label x-axis and y-axis

notes PLOT ORDERED PAIRS
about a

D

w

. plot points and label

process ordered pairs

(math)

-

DRAW LINE . use ruler to draw line
(How accurate is your line?) through points
. label line with equation

N

-

IDENTIFY X AND Y . find where graph

INTERCEPTS intersects x-axis, label
(Will xand y always be integers (at as ordered pair (x,0)

?
Intercepts) . find where graph

~

intersects y-axis, label
as ordered pair (0,y)
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notes from textbook

chapter (science) -
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Factori ~ (e F/Groupi ng\)

&GLF

¥ (sreatest Common
Factor
* Example

72X~ 1 eer=7

Fe:
Cat=s
notes from e )3

math text

Foetor by % Step 1 qroup Usitg GLF
fyrouping Step 24 Tactor v GCF
’ Skp 3¢ regroup
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(ax42) (X+2) nacoup
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notes from
textbook chapter
(social studies)
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notes from
textbook chapter
(history)
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notes from an
article:

“How to Create

Comic Books”

Coan S

T,

WORKING TOGETHER TO AC!

notes from an
article:
“Killer Whales”
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Scaffolding Notes

Introduce notes using everyday information.

» Scaffold by annotating the text before students take

notes.

— Underline or highlight main ideas
— Add questions, comments

— Highlight transition words and phrases

» Provide partially completed notes.

Let students take notes together in small, cooperative
groups.

©Joan Sedita, wwwkeystoliteracy.com
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— : Scaffolding:
T Everyday

g Examples

wiedec

The Seasons

g
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Geography of the Southeast

Natural Features| -0 L 4 "

1 owstoiwn | _flopali b isounsins

-Beginin Yuurs  and extend as far
south as z

Scaffolding: Lok

Partially R ot o P
Begiom

completed 2 4 - important 1yl

ek

out of
mountains snd creats fertle sof when

it fjmroutes
the

they Onfsh Bty
Provide fresh water

Mississipp River

- Longest river In the Un/ted States

Tows south info
~*The Mignty Mississippi”

James Rier

“Flows toward 1 £0 Py

- Trivutary ot {7111y

Flat land located near the )6

3 Loente )8
- Located near
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Supporting Details

Calculating
speed ‘

+ A¥Objocts In motion have -
To calcutate this, you must know twothings:

and id

The formala for speed is:

Spoed is measured in__ The slash is read as

* For example, a cyclst who travels 30km in 1 hour

has & speed of

This rsce car's speed is 150kmMmour.

©Joan Sedita, wwwkeystoliteracy.com
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Scaffolding:
Using
Pictures

Arthropods > heve legs
¥ iYW » have several joits

T aew W » bodies have 2 or more parts
= > hawe 80 outer covering that protects them

» there are seversi groups of ahropods
horseshos crats, scorpions,

g | ==

| Mouske > it i
= > Ususlly e In water
> has 8 body made o fesh

‘Examplos; snsils, clams, squids

» have no shells
o legs
» noeyes

Examples: earthworms, tagemarms
Natworms
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WHAT is a summary?
Sponge Metaphor

e One of the most
effective strategies

e A review of the

main ideas or most
important events

How is summarizing
different from retelling or
recounting?

Coan Sedita, wirw keysiolteracy.com

WORKING TOGETHER TO, cHILOREN
Integration of
Complex Skills

word choice &

understand
fatl paraphrasing

what is prioritizing
read, heard,
seen

sentence &

combining parz:glll'aph
skills

main idea
vs. detail

proofing &

editing

transcription
skills
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Summary

Answering
a Question

informational:
just the main
ideas

essay test, article, short story,
question report, novel, fable,
prompt textbook biography
journal

rrative:
just the main
events

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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What can be summarized?
Text
Non-Text » Expository .
. E . — Textbook section,
Xperiment chapter
* Process — Article
i EYe”t » Narrative
* Video — Literacy elements:
* Lecture character, setting,
« Discussion theme, /
problem/solution
— Plot summary

©Joan Sedita, www keystolteracy.com
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 WHY teach it?

Summarizing has been identified

— as one of the most effective comprehension strategies (Nat’
Reading Panel, Reading Next)

— as one of the most effective writing practices (Writing to Read,
Writing Next)

Standards Connection:
*R#2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their

development; summarize the key supporting ideas and details.

*W#8: Gather relevant information from sources... integrate the
information while avoiding plagiarism.

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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" HOW to teach it.

« Teach students:
— what a summary is and is not
— the related main idea skills

— how a summary is different from other writing tasks
— How to generate summaries from non-text and text
— how to use a topic web or notes to generate a summary

« Start with everyday examples

* Model and use think aloud

« Provide scaffolds

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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Summarizing Requires Main Idea Skills

Source Summary will be based on

paragraph topic sentence
multi-paragraph expository text paragraph main ideas
(article, textbook section)
narrative: plot summary main events
narrative: summary of literary main ideas about character, setting
elements theme, etc.
topic web topic, sub-topics
two-column notes left column main ideas
non-text topics, main ideas, main events

WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE STUDENT SUCCESS | se™ conrenence on excepTianaL ciiLonen

How to Write a Summary

Distinguish main ideas from details.

Write in phrase form.

1
2
3. Begin with an introductory statement.
4

Turn main ideas into sentences, and include a
few details.

g

Combine the sentences.

6. Incorporate transition words.

7. Proofread.

Coan Sedita, wwvwkeystoliteracy.net
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Transition Words

Also, in addition, further

First, second, next, finally

Before, after, since, later, eventually, at this time

In conclusion, in other words, to sum up

Therefore, because, as a result, consequently

Yet, however, on the other hand

Cuoan Sedita, v keystolteracy.net
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Scaffold for Wit ot e s e sstences n ond

introducing
summarizing

Woan Sedita,
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Sources for Main Ideas

directly from the

two-column notes

source
(left column)

to-down topic web
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ASSIGNMENT:
Summarize how the character Atticus Finch in To Kill a

Mockingbird demonstrates courage.

defended Tom shot a faces down

Robinson rabid dog lynch mob

defen Tom Robinson,

-rabid dog

facing down a mob

5th grader uses his web to plan a summary

34
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The student wrote his summary and
used color to compare to his web.

2 The Colonists Revolt

The Colonists Revolt

Colonistsebel « tar@feathering
ithBoycotts,
protests,@hreats

ar@s@nMhe OliveBranchetition@ejectedByXKing|

horizo George,

ound@heBvorld...”
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Summary

The Colonists revolted for several reasons.
Tensions began to build as colonists were taxed

more and more without representation. For
example, the Sugar Act and the Tea Act imposed
new taxes on Colonists without giving them a say.

Therefore, many colonists began to boycott,
protest and make threats to show their anger. For
example, colonists began tarring and feathering tax

collectors. Finally, war was on the horizon once
King George rejected the Olive Branch Petition. This
set the stage for the start of the revolution with the

“shot heard round the world”.

©Joan Sedita, wwwkeystoliteracy.com
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WHAT is question generation?

« Creating (and answering) questions =
based on a text or non-text source o) {
to support comprehension

L%

« Creating questions along a continuum of cognitive

levels to support lower and higher level thinking

©Joan Sedita, www keystolteracy.com

WHY teach it?

« Student question generation and question answering have been

identified as essential comprehension strategies.

* Question generation pushes students to engage directly with the
text and practice critical thinking skills.

e Question generation provides opportunities for extended
discussion of text

Standards Connection:
« R #1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and

make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence

when writing or speaking and writing to support conclusions
drawn from the text.

©Joan Sedita, wiw keystolteracy.com
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HOW to teach it.

* Teach students:
— a continuum of thinking (e.g., Bloom’s)

— question terms and phrases
— how to identify a question type
— how to generate questions from non-text and text

— how to use a topic web or notes to generate questions

« Start with everyday examples

thinking
1#ad

* Model and use think aloud

Provide scaffolds

©oan Sedita, www keystoleracy com
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Bloom’s Taxonomy

create, what if?

fair/unfair,

right/wrong, ranking

Analyzing compare/contrast

HEFITITE use, do it

in your own words

facts

©Joan Sedita, www keystolteracy.com
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Question Terms & Prompts

e Review the lists of question terms and

prompts.

e Remember! Students need to learn:

- There are different levels of thinking

- The level of thinking required to answer
a question is based on the content of
the question, not the question term(s)

used

©loan Sedita, www Keystolteracy.com
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Scaffolding
Question Generation

Introduce 2 levels at a time, start with R and U

« Provide and label examples of questions about familiar topics

Students label examples of questions about familiar topics

« Teach question vocabulary terms

« Students generate questions in small groups about familiar topics

« Provide and label example of questions about classroom reading

« Students generate questions in small groups about classroom

reading

©Joan Sedita, wwwkeystoliteracy.com
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Start With Simple,
Every-Day Topics

©Joan Sedita, www keystoliteracy.com
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Example: School Lunch
e Remembering: What is on the lunch menu today?

e Understanding: In our own words, what does
nutritious mean?

L]

Applying: Using the rules and procedures at our school,
order and purchase lunch today.

e Analyzing: Compare school lunch and lunch at home on
the weekends.

Evaluating: Rank the three best lunches the school
offers. Justify your ranking.

e Create: Create a lunch menu that is both nutritious and
appealing to students.

©Joan Sedita, wwwkeystoliteracy.com
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Comprehension

Listening
Watching
Doing
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Transition Words and Phrases

To indicate a time relationship

after, afterward, after that, at first, at this time,
before, beginning with, beyond, during, earlier,
ending with, eventually, finally, following, from
then on, in the meantime, last, later, meanwhile,
next, now, since, soon, then, until, while

To indicate spatial placement

below, beside, between, beyond, farther on,
here, next to, parallel with

To list or present a series of
ideas

after, after that, finally, first, lastly, next,
second, third

To add information or continue
a line of thought

also, another, besides, further, furthermore, in
addition, likewise, moreover, similarly

To summarize or show
conclusion

accordingly, finally, in conclusion, in other
words, in short, to conclude, to sum up, to
summarize

To show comparison

by comparison, compared to, in like manner,
likewise, similarly

To show contrast

although, but, however, in contrast,
nevertheless, on the contrary, on the other hand,
unlike

To repeat information or stress
a point

above all, in fact, in other words, most
important, once again, to repeat

To provide an example or
illustrate a point

for example, for instance, such as, to illustrate,
that is

To show cause and effect

as a result, because, because of, caused by,

consequently, for that reason, that is why,
therefore, thus

To state the obvious

©J. Sedita www.keystoliteracy.com

certainly, granted that, in fact, most certainly,
naturally, obviously, of course, surely,
undoubtedly, without a doubt




Question Terms

Remembering | Understanding Applying Anaiyzing | Evaluating Creating

Cite scr | Adapt Appraise
Define Apply Assess
Find i Compute eg Choose
Give an « | Demonstrate Conclude
example

Dramatize Criticize
|dentify

Draw Critique
Label

llustrate  Detec Debate
List ‘

Implement ‘ Deduce
Locate

Interview , Defend
Match

Make ] Hypothesize
Name

Operate Judge
Quote ,

Practice | Justify
Recall ' ‘

Role play , Prioritize
Recite

Sequence Organize | Rank
Recognize -

Solve >robe Rate
Retrieve . :

Use  Research Reject
Show -

Validate

What i

Bloom, B.5. (1956). Taxonomy of educational objectives, Handbook 1: The cognitive domain. New York: David McKay Co. Inc.

Anderson, L. W., & Krathwohl, D. R. (Eds.). (2001). A taxonomy for learning, teaching and assessing: A revision of Bloom's

Taxonomy of educational objectives: Complete edition, New York: Longman. Keys m Litera,cy
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Question Prompts

Level

Prompts

Remembering

Where is...

What did...

Who was...

When did...

How many...

Locate it in the story...
Point to the...

Understanding

Tell me in your own words...
What does it mean...

Give me an example of...
Describe what...

What is the main idea of...

Applying

What would happen to you if...

How would you solve the problem...
If you were there, would you...

Find information about...

Analyzing

What other ways could...

What things are similar/different?

What kind of person is...

What things could not have happened in real life?
What caused __ to act the way she/he did?

Evaluating

Rank the events in order of importance.

Which character would you most like to meet? Why?
Select the best ... why is it the best?

Was ______ good or bad? Why?

Would you recommend this book? Why or why not?

Creating

What if...

What would it be like if...

What would have happened if...
Tell/write a different ending...

Use your imagination to draw a picture of...
Pretend you are a...
Design a...

adapted from Checking for Understanding, Fisher, D.B., and Frey, N. © 2007, ASCD, Alexandria,VA.
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