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NC Statistics for 2012
e Approximately 121,101 live births
* 99.6% had initial screening
e 2.8% referred on initial screening

e 195 were confirmed with hearing
loss

e 126 were enrolled with Early
Intervention by six months of age

Why Screen?

Until the 1990s, children born with a
permanent hearing loss typically would not
have been identified and diagnosed until 2.5
to 3 years of age.

Since the initiation of newborn hearing and
EHDI programs, the average age of hearing
loss identification has decreased to 2-3
months of age. (White, 2008; Hoffman&
Beauchine, 2007; Harrison et al., 2003)
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Video Example- Early vs. Late Identification
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Standards of
Early Hearing Detection and Intervention
(EHDI)in the United States

Diagnosis
/" before 3 months \
Screening Intervention
before 1 month before 6 months
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Why is Early Identification of
Hearing Loss so Important?

 Late identification of hearing loss or lack of early intervention
services can negatively impact speech and language
development, academic achievement and social-emotional
development (Yoshinaga-Itano et al, 1998)

» The most critical time for stimulating the hearing centers in the
brain is during the first few months of life (Sharma et al, 2007).

* The critical language learning window is from birth to
approximately 3 years of age when brain neuroplasticity is the
greatest (Sharma et al, 2002)
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Birthing Facilities/Hospitals
in North Carolina

» 87 Birthing Facilities, all do initial
newborn hearing screenings

81 do rescreens back at birthing
facility
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«  Eremm————r pr—r— 2o NC Early Hearing Detection and Intervention (EHDI)

REFER (Fail) Parents given information and
{Eoh Poms DISCHARGE

REFER (Fail) Parents given listof NC Infant
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Pediatric Audiologist—by 6 montns
HEARING AID FITTING
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