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Text Structures & Scaffolds for 

Informational & Argument 

Writing: Grades 4-12 
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Content Writing = Writing to Learn 

     “As students write about 
science, math, and social studies, 
they elaborate and clarify their 
ideas. It’s not just an expression of 
what you know. In the act of 
writing, students also form new 
relationships among ideas. Writing 
helps students integrate their 
thoughts.”(Walker, 2009) 
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Thinking on Paper 

Writing about text or from classroom instruction 

helps students:  
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• Think and make connections 
between what they are learning 
and what they already know   

 

• Organize their thoughts  
 

• Clarify and solidify what they 
have learned  
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   Basic Text Structures  
 

CC Connection 
• Writing #1  

– Write opinions/arguments to support claims in an 
analysis of substantive topics or texts using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence.  

 

• Writing #2  

– Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a 
topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  

 

• Writing #3  

– Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-
chosen details and well-structured event sequences. 

 

Which one should I start with?  
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1-3 

Introduction   

• Introduce the topic of the writing piece 
 

Body: Development of Ideas   

• Organize information 

• Present main ideas 

• Provide details 

• Include text features 
 

Conclusion 
• Concluding statement that supports the information presented 

 

Transitions 
• Words/phrases that connect sentences and paragraphs 

 

 

1-3 
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Text Features 
 

• title 

• headings/subheadings 

• graphics, charts, maps 

• captions 

• table of contents 

• index 

• glossary 
 

 

 

Basic Text Structures 
 

• Sentences 

• Paragraphs 

• Introduction, body, 

conclusion 

• Larger portions of text 

– section 

– chapter 

– Scene (play) 

– Stanza (poem) 
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Text Structure Cards 
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Analyze Sample Writing 
 

 

 

• Bracket the introduction.  

   Did the student clearly identify the topic of the piece?   
 

• Bracket the conclusion.  

Did the student provide closure and sum up the piece?  
 

• Look at the body. 

– How is the body organized?  
 

– Are there sections with headings? 
 

– Are graphics included to aid comprehension? 
 

  

   ©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
4-7 



Joan Sedita 

www.keystoliteracy.com 

4 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

 

3 Types of Writing  
 

 
 

 

 

AND… Combination 
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Types of 

Writing 

Opinion/

Argument 

to 

convince
to inform 

or explain
to tell a 

story

Informational Narrative

Suggested Distribution 

Elementary 
 

1/3 argument 

1/3 informational 

1/3 narrative 

 

High School 
 

40% argument 

40% informational 

20% narrative  
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Encourage students to use the vocabulary 
related to the 3 types of writing  

 
Find opportunistic moments to point out writing 

types in text that students read.  
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Informational Writing 

 

Examines previously 
learned information or 

provides new 
information. 

 

Text structure: 

Sections and paragraph 
main ideas tend to be 

organized hierarchically.  

Examples  
 

•Textbook 

•Article 

•Letter, speech 

•Instructions, manual, 
directions 

•Subject area report 

•Summary (of info) 

•Workplace: memo, 
application, resume  
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Informational  
 
4 body paragraphs, 
no subtopics or 
headings 
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Informational  
 

7 body paragraphs, 
2 subtopics with 

headings 
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Informational  
 

14 body 
paragraphs, 2 
subtopics with 

headings, 5 sub-
subtopics with 

headings 

Argument (Opinion) Writing 

 

Gives an opinion or makes 
an argument to convince the 
reader that a point of view is 

valid or to persuade the 
reader to take a specific 

action. 
 

Text structure: 

Organized based on these 
components: claim, reason, 

evidence, counter-claim, 
rebuttal  

Examples 
 

• Persuasive letters 

• Editorials 

• Argument essays 

• Reviews of books or 

movies 

• Claims about the worth or 

meaning of a literary work 
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Terminology 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Argument  

writing ….  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… is not the same as    

having an argument (i.e., 

altercation, quarrel) with 

someone! 

Argument writing …. 
 

… for grades 6+ 
 

Opinion writing …. 
 

Young children develop a variety of 

methods to extend and elaborate their 

opinions by providing examples, offering 

reasons for their assertions, and 

explaining cause and effect. These are 

steps on the road to argument.  

 

In grades K–5, the term “opinion” is used 

to refer to this developing form of 

argument.  
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• Information is provided in both  
 

• Aims are different  
 

– Opinion/Argument:  

• May only present some information 

• Uses select information to try to convince others 
of a valid position 
 

– Informational:  

• Presents all relevant information 

• Seeks to inform others and make them 
understand 
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Informational & Argument  

Specific Purposes 
 

Informative 
 

– To inform 

– To describe 

– To define 

– To review 

– To notify 

– To instruct 

– To advise 

– To announce 

– To explain 

– To demonstrate 

– To illustrate 

 

Argument 
 

To inform, plus: 

– To persuade 

– To convince 

– To influence 

– To argue 

– To recommend 

– To change 

– To advocate 

– To urge 

– To defend 

– To justify 

– To support  

Johnson-Sheehan & Paine, (2012) Writing Today. Longman.   

Persuasion vs. Argument 

Often used 
interchangeably,  

goal for both is to 
convince 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

to convince 

argument persuasion 
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Persuasion vs. Argument 

• Persuasion:  
– Take a personal position about something and try to persuade 

the reader to agree with you; win the reader over to your side 

– Appeal to the audience’s emotions or self-interest 

 

• Argument:  
– Show that you have a valid argument, allowing the reader to 

adopt your position or not 

– Convinces audience with merit and reasonableness of claims 
and proofs 

– Has a claim, evidence, and a more formal style 
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Student: I don’t think we should have any 
homework this week. 
 
Teacher: Why not? 
 
Persuasion 

 

     You would be the best 
teacher if you let all of us 
take a break from 
homework! We will work 
extra hard in class. A lot of 
the other teachers are 
skipping homework, so 
won’t you please do the 
same?    

Opinion/Argument  
 

     Because there are a lot of 
away games this week, a lot of 
the students in our class won’t 
be home. Some people try to 
work on the bus, but it’s hard 
to write because it shakes. 
Also, some people feel sick 
reading on the bus. It’s true we 
could do homework when we 
get back, but by then it’s late 
and everyone is tired.  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Argument Components 

• Claim: the position taken by the writer; what the writer is 

trying to prove or argue 
 

• Reason: provided to support a claim; reasons are 

supported by evidence 
 

• Evidence: use to support or prove a reason; statistics, 

facts, quotations, surveys, etc. 
 

• Counterclaim: opposing position, counterargument 
 

• Rebuttal: refutes or disproves the counterclaim; 

addresses the criticism of the claim 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
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Simply put… 

• Claim: What do I think? 
 

• Reason: Why do I think it? 
 

• Evidence: How do I know (proof)? 
 

• Counterclaim: What is the other side? 
 

• Rebuttal: My response to the other side?  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
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Argument 
Topic Web 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Argument 
Topic Web 
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More About 
Basic Text Structures  

 

• Can range from one sentence to a page+ 
 

• Essential component: 
• Introduction of topic 

 

• Possible components: 
– Catchy “lead”  

– Presentation of background/overview information 

– Preview of subtopics 

– Thesis statement 
 

• Lets the reader know what the writing is going to be about, 
BUT… 

… avoid flatly announcing what you are about to do 
 

-  In this paper, I will argue that… 

-  The purpose of this essay is to inform you that…  
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Introductions 

Nonfiction Leads 

• Examples: Pose a question, start with a quote, 
present fascinating facts, provide an anecdote, 
make the reader part of the piece.  

 

• When students practice writing leads, it  reminds 
them to use language that will engage the 
reader. 
 

• The task, audience and purpose will inform if a 
lead is needed and which type is best.   
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Look at the sample 
introductions. 

   
• Did the student successfully introduce the topic? 

 

• Did the student include a lead?  
 

• Did the student preview the subtopics? 
 

• Did the student include any background 

information? 
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Conclusions 
 
 

• Used to sum up the information presented. 
 

• Creates closure and holds the whole text together by referring 

back to what has already been said.  
 

• Length: sentence, paragraph, section 

 

Three Goals 
 

1. Rephrase the main topic or claim 
 

2. Summarize key main ideas or reasons 
 

3. Leave the reader with a sense of closure, interesting 

final impression, or call to action 
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      Look at the sample 
conclusions.  

 

• Does the writer rephrase the main topic? 
 

• Does the writer summarize the key main 
ideas? 
 

• Does the writer leave the reader with a sense 
of closure or an interesting final impression?  
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Transitions 
  

• What is a transition? 

– Linking words, phrases, sentences and even paragraphs 

– Use to link sentences, paragraphs, and sections of text 

 

• Used to 

– Clarify relationships (e.g., compare/contrast, cause/effect) 

– Create cohesion 

– Link ideas  

 

• Some students include while writing first draft, some 

need to consciously add them later.  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

 

Writing an 
Informational Piece 

Using  Sources 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Information Writing: Set of Steps 

1. Review the assignment 

requirements 
 

2. Identify print or digital sources 
 

3. Gather information from sources 

into two-column notes 
 

4. Organize notes into a writing plan 
 

5. Write draft 
 

6. Revise and edit draft 
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The Process Writing Routine 
 

 

Think 
 

Plan 
 

Write 
 

Revise 
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Gathering Information  

into   
Two-Column Notes 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

main ideas details 

Take Notes 

• Information gathered needs to be saved. 
 

• Two-column notes are helpful for gathering and 
saving information.  
 

• Writing during the Think stage can help students 
discover and think through what they want to 
convey in their writing. 
 

• Students should start to track sources.  
 

Writing #8  

Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital 
sources… integrate the information while avoiding 
plagiarism.  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
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Topic  ___________________________ 

Main Ideas Details  

Two-Column Notes: 

To gather information before writing 

Assumption: 

students can 

identify and 

state main ideas  

Assumption: 

students can identify 

relevant details, 

paraphrase in their 

own words, write 

concisely 
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Practice Activity 

• Write a short informational piece based on sources about 

3D printers.  
 

• Requirements: 

– Introduction that starts with a non-fiction lead and includes the 

overall topic being explained 
 

– Body that describes what 3D printers are, how they work, and what 

they can make 
 

– Use transitions 
 

– Use information from both sources; track your sources during note 

taking 

 

Practice: Marking Text 
 

• Start with 
Source A 

 

• Follow along as 
the trainer 
models marking 
the text to 
gather 
information. 

 
 

 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
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Practice: Taking Notes 

• Follow along as the trainer models note taking. 
Add notes to your handout.  
 

• Students can avoid plagiarism by taking notes 
in their own words.  
 

• Assumed skills: 

– Paraphrasing – using your own word order, 
substituting your own language 

– Writing concisely  

– Abbreviating 

– Using quotes when copying text wording 

– Adding visual and word clues 

 ©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
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What are 3D 
printers? 

• “The Cube: your own personal mini-
factory” (A) 

• Different from traditional way of making 
things (B) 
 

• 3D printing also called “additive 
manufacturing” (B) 
 

• $2.2 billion of 3D printers sold across the 
world (B) 
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First Section of Notes 

(will be used to 

develop a topic 

sentence) 

How 3D 
printers 
work 

• How it works (A) 

1. melts plastic from cartridge 

2. Builds layers to create item 

• download directions to make things (A) 

• different way to make things - builds an object from 

bottom up (B) 

• very thin layers of material are added on top of each 

other (B) 

• process is guided by computers (B) 
 

• 3D printers use different processes, most use 

powdered plastic (B) 

• has 2 major parts: (B) 

1. “build box” – holds the powder  

2. “printing head” – has heat source that melts 

powder, or jets that spray binder glue over 

powder 
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Second Section of Notes 

(will be used to 

develop a topic 

sentence) 

Things 
they can 
make 

• makes plastic items (A) 
 

• advanced 3D printers have made 
fascinating things (A) 

– bionic ear – can send & receive sound 

– digital model of King Richard III’s head 

– clothing – shoe, dress out of nylon 
mesh 

– replicas of mastodon bones 

– meat made from animal cells and 
amino acids  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Third Section of Notes 

(will be used to 

develop a topic 

sentence) 
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BODY

what are 

3D printers

how 3D 

printers 

work

things they 

can make

3D Printing

INTRO. CONC.

non-fiction 

lead

introduce 

topic

thank the 

teachers

 

Lead  

 
 

 

 

Introductio
n of topic 

  

     Have you ever found yourself in need of 

an accessory for Friday night or a spare part 
for a home project? The futuristic idea of 
manufacturing things right in your own home 
is no longer just an idea on the latest episode 
of The Jetsons.  
 

 

     Three-dimensional printers are now widely 
available. They work differently from 
traditional printers, and can make a wide 
variety of 3D objects.   

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

 

 

“Write a short informational piece, based  on sources, 

about 3D printers.” 

 

Practice: Write an Introduction 

Using Notes to Write Paragraphs 

• From two-column notes: 
 

–The wording in the left column is 

developed into a full sentence that 
states the main idea – the Topic 
Sentence 
 

–The wording in the right column is 
developed into support sentences 
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Practice Assignment 

“Write a short informational piece, 

based  

on sources, about 3D printers.” 
 

 

 

Follow along as the trainer does a 
think aloud to model how to turn 

notes into sentences for 
paragraphs.  

 

 

 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

What are 
3D 
printers? 

 

TS: There 
is a new 
product 
for 3D 
printing 
available 
to the 
public.  

• “The Cube: your own personal mini-
factory” (A) 
 

• Different from traditional way of 
making things (B) 
 

• 3D printing also called “additive 
manufacturing” (B) 
 

• $2.2 billion of 3D printers sold across 
the world (B) 
 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

First Section of Notes 

4 

3 

1 

2 

First Body Paragraph 

     There is a new product for 3D printing 

available to the public. For example, “The 

Cube” is a 3D printer that allows you to have 

“your own personal mini-factory”. (A) Another 

name for 3D printing is “additive manufacturing”. 

(B) There is a growing market for 3D printing. 

That is why 3D printers had $2.2 billion worth of 

sales across the world last year. (B) Printing in 

3D is different from the traditional way of making 

things. (B) 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
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How 3D 
printers 
work 

 

TS:  

A 3D 
printer 
creates 
objects 
differently 
from 
traditional 
printers.   

• how itworks (A) 

1. melts plastic from cartridge 

2. Builds layers to create item  

• download directions to make things (A) 
• different way to make things - builds an object from 

bottom up (B) 

• very thin layers of material are added on top of each 

other (B) 

• process is guided by computers (B) 
 

• 3D printers use different processes, most use 

powdered plastic (B) 

• has 2 major parts: (B) 

1. “build box” – contains finely ground material 

2. “printing head” – has heat source that melts powder, 

or jets that spray binder glue over powder 

 

Second Section of Notes 

1 

1 

2 

3 

3 

5 

4 

Second Body Paragraph 

     A 3D printer creates objects differently from 

traditional printers. They use different processes and 

materials, but most use powdered plastic. (A, B) 3D printers 

are different from 2 dimensional printers because they build 

an object from the bottom up. (B) They spray very thin 

layers of the building material on top of each other, like 

layers in a cake. (A, B) Also, the process of 3D printing is 

guided by computers. (B) Directions for making things are 

downloaded electronically to the 3D printer. (A) 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Scaffolds 
• Extra support that we provide and gradually release  

 

• Examples of scaffolds: 

– Think aloud 
 

– Models of writing to emulate - 

   mentor text and student samples 
 

– Writing scaffolds 

• Two-column notes 

• Top-down topic webs 

• Sets of steps 

• Writing templates 
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Teacher 

Planning 

Required! 
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Minimal 

Scaffolding 

BODY

2 to 4 Subtopics

(Sections)

What Makes Cross 

Country Skis Go Fast

INTRO. CONC.

2 to 4 paragraphs 

for each subtopic

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

More 

Scaffolding 

BODY

Camber & 

Flex
Structure Wax

Main Idea 

& Details

What Makes Cross 

Country Skis Go Fast

INTRO. CONC.

Main Idea 

& Details

Main Idea 

& Details

Main Idea 

& Details

Main Idea 

& Details

Main Idea 

& Details

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Example: 

Gr 4 
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Drought in 
Horn of Africa

Body: 
severe food 

crisis, 
results

Conclusion: 
use of 

fundraising 
dollars

Introduction

description 
of location

events 
timeline

Example: 

Gr 7 
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Example: 

Middle school 
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Example: 

High School 
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3-Panel Pamphlet:
Energy Sources

front cover:
title

inside left 
panel: 

introduction

3 inside 
panels:

body

back panel: 
conclusion

clarify 
differences 

between 
renewable & 

nonrenewable 
energy sources

3 renewable 
resources

2 
nonrenewable 

resources

explain why 
energy 

solutions are 
needed

Example: 

High School 

Set of Steps 

• Writing requires implementation of multiple 
processes.  

 

• A process can be task-analyzed into a set of steps. 

 

• Gradually release the scaffold once students follow 
them automatically.  

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

Examples 
 

• How to write a summary (p. 124) 
 

• How to write an information piece (p. 125) 
 

• How to write an argument piece (p. 125) 
 

• Writing a research report: Grades 4-5 (p. 126) 
 

• Writing a research report: Grades 6-12 (p. 127) 
 

• How to write an overview of a news article (p. 128) 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 
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Writing Templates  

• Provides more support than a Set of Steps.  

 

• Provides space for students to write introductions, 
bodies, conclusion, notes from sources, etc.  

 

• Gradually release the scaffold as students become 
more independent.  

 

• Consider accepting a completed writing template 
as a first draft.  
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Examples 

• Summary template (p. 129) 
 

• Information writing template (p. 130) 
 

• Opinion writing template (p. 131) 
 

• Friendly opinion letter template (p. 132) 
 

• Argument writing template (p. 133-134) 
 

• Composition: Analysis of a speech (p. 135-136) 

 

 
 

©Joan Sedita, www.keystoliteracy.com 

• To contact Joan: 

joan@keystoliteracy.com 

 

• To download free writing templates and 

instructional material: 

www.keystoliteracy.com 

 
















































