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We need assessment to...

Identify strengths and weaknesses

Plan instruction to fit diagnosed needs
Evaluate instructional activities

Provide feedback s
Monitor progress N
Report progress

RTI and MTSS

S,
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Curriculum Based Measurement

Rather than relying on informal observations
or standardized testing, Curriculum Based
Measurement (CBM) provides information
teachers can use to assess academic sKills,
develop meaningful IEP objectives, progress
monitor, and target instruction.
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Informal Observations

* Informal observations
do not always provide
enough data for
instructional decision
making.

* “Well, he doesn't like to
write and | can’t get a
complete sentence out of
him.”

* “He can sometimes write
a topic sentence and 3
detail sentences, but most
of the words are
misspelled or he uses
incorrect grammar.
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Standardized Testing

» Standardized Testing
does not always
provide data that is
useful for planning
instruction or writing
IEPs.

» “She scored at the 2.3
grade level on written
expression.”

» “She scored two
standard deviations
below the mean in
written expression.”
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CBM is not a new idea

» Schools are currently
using CBM in reading
— DIBELS
—AMSweb |

o 7

* “He can read 30
words in one minute.”

» “She can pronounce
15 one syllable
nonsense words in
one minute.”
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It’s just a little more
complicated for writing.
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A writing curriculum includes

* Process
* Product

» Purpose
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To persuade/convince

To inform/tell

Purpose | ———>(Tonstruct)
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Five areas to consider for the
product

+ fluency

+ content

» conventions
+ syntax

» vocabulary

(Isaacson, 1984)
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Today’s focus

Conventions
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Written Expression Conventions

« spelling a l :’
)

4
* usage @ @
* capitalization
* punctuation @

* sentence structure
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How to measure conventions?

» Teachers cannot write separate IEP
objectives for all of the writing conventions.

» Teachers need to write objectives for
overall writing performance.
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'CBM vs. Holistic Scoring

» CBM is more sensitive than traditional holistic
scoring to incremental growth over time.

A holistic scoring system may require that teachers
assess students' writing on a scale of 1 to 4.

» For a student to move up on such a scale takes a
significant amount of time and instruction.

* How do teachers track the incremental growth that
they hope is occurring as students' skills are
moving them from a score of 1 to 2 or 2 to 3?
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Conventions Rubric

Exhibits reasonable control of grammatical
2 conventions appropriate to the writing task
« Exhibits reasonable control of sentence formation
« Exhibits reasonable control of standard usage
including agreement, tense, and case

« Exhibits reasonable control of mechanics
Sample inchuding wie of capolbntion, puncsuadon, and
o spelling
Conventions it minlmal contrl of grammaticn
4 1 conventions appropriate to the writing task
Rubric « Exhibits minimal control of sentence formation
* Exhibits minimal control of standard usage

including agreement, tense, and case
« Exhibits minimal control of mechanics inchading
use of capitalization, punctuation, and spelling

Lacks control of grammatical conventions
0 appropriate to the writing task
* Lacks control of sentence formation
+ Lacks control of standard usage including
agreement, tense, and case
 Lacks control of mechanics including use of
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling

Note: receive that invalidate
the conventions score (L.c., Dictation to Scribe) will have
0 eatered for their
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The “accuracy” objective

This just doesn’t work in the case of written

0%
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Consider this...

I saw a very cute dog. I saw a very littel man. I saw a
blak cat.

This student wrote 3 sentences with 17
words with 2 errors, so that would be
88% accuracy.
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And this...

When I was walking, I saw a butiful flower garten. It was
full of difrent colors of the rainbo. it was such a sight
to see.

This student wrote 3 sentences with 43
words and 4 errors. That is 90%
accuracy.
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Same grade level, different needs

I saw a very cute dog. I saw a very littel man. I saw a
blak cat.

When I was walking, I saw a butiful flower garten. It was
full of difrent colors of the rainbo. it was such a sight
to see.
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CBM for Written Expression

There are several curriculum-based measures
that can be used in written expression

— total words written
—words spelled correctly

— correct writing sequences
— correct punctuation marks
— total different words
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Conducting the Assessment

* Provide a story starter
—Intervention Central has a generator
—First, give students 1 minute of “think
time”
—Next, give students 3 minutes to write



http://www.interventioncentral.org/teacher-resources/curriculum-based-measurement-probes-writing

# WORKING TOGETHER TO ACHIEVE STUDENT SUCCESS | se conrenciice on excermianaL ciionen

O
N ¥ Curiculum-Basad Moasuroment: Written Exprossion Probe

The Amazing Day

Student Name:. Classroom: Date:.

One day | was walking down the street and a littie dog walked up
to me.
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'
‘Total Words Written

To assess writing fluency, teachers simply count the total
words written (TWW) and record that number on each
student's graph. Students can take part in the process of
recording.

Raul

16
14
12
10

8

4

2

0

Week 1 Week2  Week3
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What counts as words?

» Words are generally counted as a group of letters
separated from another group of letters by a
space.

» Words do not have to be spelled correctly to be
counted.
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Practice Total Words Written (TWW)

My dog was wallking to the wouds His name
is super. he saw a rbbit. He strated
chaseing the rbbit and jumped over a big log.
it was very cool.

Total Words Written (TWW):
30
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As students move up in grade level, it
becomes important not only to measure how
much a student is writing (TWW), but also to
attend to the quality of that writing.
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Correctly Spelled Words (CSW)
To score a writing sample for correctly
spelled words (CSW)

* Read the sample

* Circle misspelled words

 Subtract the number of words spelled
incorrectly from TWW

10
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« My dog was Guds Hp
name is super. he saw a (pbit. }
=

sthe hDang

log. it was very cool.

Correctly Spelled Words (CSW):
30-6 =24

Plot the data using the same same graph as TWW
so that there is a visual display documenting the
discrepancy between TWW and CSW.

Week 1 Week 2 Week 3
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So far, the only area assessed...

* spelling

* usage

* capitalization

* punctuation

* sentence structure

What about these?

11
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Correct Writing Sequences

* Teachers can use the same 3-minute writing
sample and count correct writing sequences (CWS).

*« A CWS s defined as "two adjacent correctly spelled
words that are acceptable within the context of the
phrase" (Videen, Deno, & Marston, 1982, p. 3).

« Correct capitalization and punctuation are
considered when counting CWS.

» Correct grammar and usage is considered.
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Example

To determine CWS, the scorer marks each
writing sequence as correct (). For example,
the following sample contains 8 CWS:

N The ~ boy ” ran * away ” from ” his
A mom* He * run * fast /.
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Practice CWS

g MyAdogAwas Vvallking Tt tlfwe whuds HS name is g
xsuper?‘ ﬁe ’s‘awha’r‘bbit.xll-\le s’%rated cﬁ‘aseing thg

R A AN A ARR A A
*rbbit and jumped over a big log. it was very cool.

A

Total Correct Word Sequences:
17

12
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Why that goal?

Correct Writing Sequences (CWS): This measure is a tabulation of correct ‘writing sequences’ written
during the CBM-WE assessment. One Correct Wriling Sequence is scored whenever two adjacent units of
writing (e.g., two words appearing next to each other) are found to be comect in their punctuation,

italization, spelling, and syntactical and semantic usage.
Grade Fall Fall:+/-1 SD Spring Spring: +-13D Weekly

CWS (=16in%ile to B4th%ike) CWs (=16th%ile to B4th%ide) | Growth
(Malecki & Jewell, (Maleckd & (Tadatada, 2011)
| 2008 Jewell, 2003)

1 2 Q04 7 113 0.36

2 15 54425 24 1137 0.44

3 28 1442 31 1844 0.35

4 38 2651 42 2658 0.22

5 46 2864 63 4086 -

6 41 27++55 54 3771 -

Table retrieved from
ji i i om/mixed_f ing_IL/_Lansing_IL_Aug_201
3/6_CBA_Wiitten_Expression_Directions.pdf
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Determining Short Term Objectives

(goal - PLOP)/# of progress reporting periods =
expected increase at each benchmark

OR

(40 CWS - 17 CWS)/4 reporting periods =
5.75 CWS per benchmark
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IEP Goals/Objectives

* When given a story starter + When given a story starter

and 1 minute of think time, and 1 minute of think time.
Evan will be able to write Evan will be able to write
23 correct writing 35 correct writing
sequences in 3 minutes. sequences in 3 minutes,

* When given a story starter  « When given a story starter
and 1 minute of think time, and 1 minute of think time.
Evan will be able to write Evan will be able to write
29 correct writing 40 correct writing
sequences in 3 minutes. sequences in 3 minutes.

14
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Sentence Starters
Sentence Frames

10/23/2014
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Sentence Starters

Common uses for sentence starters are to
help students with

 describing facts

* making predictions

e comparing and contrasting

« stating an opinion

clarifying or paraphrasing information
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Sentence Starter Examples

« | think the author chose this ending
because

¢ | like the part when

* In my opinion

15
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Sentence Frames
» Expose students to content vocabulary
» Provide language support for ELLs

* Increase oral language proficiency
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Examples

The character | admire most is

because

In ancient , life was hard because

A mammal has however, a reptile has
All cells have and
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Implementation Tips

* big
* enormous
|arge * gigantic

For students who need - Fipiis

assistance in thinking of

words or are being + amusing
introduced to new funny [ies
academic vocabulary, . witty
add a word bank.
« difficult
« challenging
« complicated
« tough

16
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Give the names of two characters and two
personality traits and have the student match
the character with the trait.

The character | most admire is

because
Abraham Lincoln he led the Civil Rights
movement
Martin Luther King, Jr. he enacted the Emancipation
Proclamation
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+ For students working on improving their
spelling, add a word bank and provide
hints.

John Hancock was the first to sign the
DI AR e Nt o fS I nEN el ERe NN es
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Pictures can be added below the blank to
assist student in choosing a word.

The was

17
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Sentence Combining

» Explicitly teach students to write
more complex and sophisticated
sentences. Simple

« Teacher models how to combine 23:";‘:"" q
two or more related sentences to Comzound
create a more complex one. Complex

» Students should be encouraged to
apply the sentence combining skills
to their own writing.
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Sentence Combining Examples

» Compound Subjects
The girl started to cry. The boy started to cry.
The girl and boy started to cry.

» Compound Objects

The dog walked in the grass. The dog walked in
the road.

The dog walked in the grass and the road.
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Creating Complex Sentences

@100Da Dependent@laused  Verb@hoice® | Adjective/Descriptione)

Thelog@ ranfcross@ thefard.nl

excited? With@Ebonelnhis? bounded@cross@ | the@reen,Brassyfard.n
mouth,Bhefdog

sad@ Withfhishead? slowlyBteppedd | the@ustyard.z
hungfow, Bhe@og) across

scary,Bneakyf

happyf

angry

18



10/23/2014

19



