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NC Legislative Update

Rachel Beaulieu
Legislative and Community Relations Director

NC Department of Public Instruction
November 22, 2013

Children with Disabilities 
Scholarship Grants

Session Law 2013-364

• Applications available October 2013
• Grants awarded Spring 2014
• Up to $3,000/semester per eligible child
• $3,670,500 for FY2013-14
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Improve Education for Children 
Who Are Deaf

Session Law 2013-119

• Focus on improving educational outcomes for the deaf 
and hard of hearing, especially in literacy

• IEP teams must use the “Communication Plan 
Worksheet” for these children.

• Parents can request: 1) consideration of residential 
school placement; and 2) that a residential school 
representative serve on the IEP team.

Residential School Changes
Session Law 2013-247

• Makes changes to state statutes accounting for 
the transfer of these three (3) schools from 
DHHS to DPI

• Establishes SBE as the governing agency with 
DPI responsible for administration and oversight

Alternate ACT/PLAN for Certain 
Students

Session Law 2013-208
• Directs the SBE to develop an alternate to the ACT and 

PLAN assessmentsPLAN assessments
• New alternates for children who:

Exhibit severe and pervasive delays in all areas;
Follow the extended content standards of the 
Standard Course of Study; and
Have written parental request for an alternate 
assessment
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PRTFs: Psychiatric Residential Treatment 
Facilities
HB 831

Possible legislation for the 2014 Short 
Session

Foster Care Children’s 
Bill of Rights

Session Law 2013-326

1. Continued enrollment in current school, 
if possible

2. Participation in extracurricular school 
activities

3. Other “ideal objectives”

Clarify Education Reporting 
Requirements

Session Law 2013-226

NCGS §11 C 10 2(d) i d li iNCGS §115C-107.2(d) revised to limit 
narrative reporting in IEP forms, 
whenever practicable.
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2013 Budget Bill
Session Law 2013-360

1.  Children with Disabilities/FY 2013-14  
per child allotment:  $3,743.45 

2.   Funding for Summer Reading 
Camps:  $13,578,841

2013 Budget Bill
(cont’d)

3.  “Duties of school counselors”
New NCGS § 115C-316.1

Counselors must spend at least 80% of their 
work time providing “direct services” to 

students.

2013 Budget Bill
(cont’d)

4.  No new awards of career status, 
effective 8-1-13

5.  Career status permanently eliminated for 
all, effective 6-30-18
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Session Law 2013-364

• Applications available October 2013
• Grants awarded Spring 2014
• Up to $3,000/semester per eligible child
• $3,670,500 for FY2013-14
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Improve Education for Children 
Who Are Deaf

Session Law 2013-119

• Focus on improving educational outcomes for the deaf 
and hard of hearing, especially in literacy

• IEP teams must use the “Communication Plan 
Worksheet” for these children.

• Parents can request: 1) consideration of residential 
school placement; and 2) that a residential school 
representative serve on the IEP team.

Residential School Changes
Session Law 2013-247

• Makes changes to state statutes accounting for 
the transfer of these three (3) schools from 
DHHS to DPI

• Establishes SBE as the governing agency with 
DPI responsible for administration and oversight

Alternate ACT/PLAN for Certain 
Students

Session Law 2013-208
• Directs the SBE to develop an alternate to the ACT and 

PLAN assessmentsPLAN assessments
• New alternates for children who:

Exhibit severe and pervasive delays in all areas;
Follow the extended content standards of the 
Standard Course of Study; and
Have written parental request for an alternate 
assessment
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PRTFs: Psychiatric Residential Treatment 
Facilities
HB 831

Possible legislation for the 2014 Short 
Session

Foster Care Children’s 
Bill of Rights

Session Law 2013-326

1. Continued enrollment in current school, 
if possible

2. Participation in extracurricular school 
activities

3. Other “ideal objectives”

Clarify Education Reporting 
Requirements

Session Law 2013-226

NCGS §11 C 10 2(d) i d li iNCGS §115C-107.2(d) revised to limit 
narrative reporting in IEP forms, 
whenever practicable.
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2013 Budget Bill
Session Law 2013-360

1.  Children with Disabilities/FY 2013-14  
per child allotment:  $3,743.45 

2.   Funding for Summer Reading 
Camps:  $13,578,841

2013 Budget Bill
(cont’d)

3.  “Duties of school counselors”
New NCGS § 115C-316.1

Counselors must spend at least 80% of their 
work time providing “direct services” to 

students.

2013 Budget Bill
(cont’d)

4.  No new awards of career status, 
effective 8-1-13

5.  Career status permanently eliminated for 
all, effective 6-30-18
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